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strictest order. As to the trustworthiness of those now
before the Court, that had emerged from the hands of
the experts, of the liquidator, of instructing counsel,
and even of the Advocate-General himself, absolutely
intact.
The Advocate-General had thrown doubt on
Ferdinand de Lesseps' disinterestedness. Was it
realised, that this man through whose hands
millions had passed, would leave a fortune only
sufficient to guarantee to his dependants an income
of 3,000 francs a year? As to his son Charles he
had been working for a comparatively small salary
for years.
" I would, Gentlemen, that I might bring Ferdinand
de Lesseps before you in an armchair, but I know in
advance the spectacle to which you would be treated.
This whole audience would rise to make room in our
midst for that glory, and that misfortune. Perchance a
sudden awakening would arouse for an instant that
noble intelligence, perhaps he would realise, as in a
flash, the horror of that scene, perhaps one would hear
him cry out in protest against the men who would
attack his honour and that of his son, but he is fallen
into a state from which there is no recovery. ... I can
therefore speak of him freely, seeing that he will rest
shortly in his tomb. There is no man easier to com-
prehend and to depict. Put together a spirit of
adventure and an incredible daring, a dauntless
tenacity, and a passionate love for his country's glory,
and there you have in three words the whole character
of the man."
On the third day of his pleading Maitre Barboux